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Board Members: Dave Buchholz, Jill Lukes, Bill Eichenberg, Amy Gaffney, Linda 

Hummel, Alan Perkins, Kim Resek, Council Liaison Yvonne Buchholz were present.  

Donna McCaffrey was excused.  

 

 

September Minutes were approved with corrections. 

 

Introduction to Friends of Olmsted Community Parks 

The board members consist of Terry Duncan, Kaitlin Dorsch and Alan Perkins. 

 

Was a group established from some members of the community and also includes 

Olmsted Township.  Something that the board had investigated previously but never 

got off the ground.   Ms. Dorsch really kick started this organization with funding 

from the sale of the wreaths we had the funds to apply for the 501C3 organization 

last year and we are now a legal group as we received our paperwork from the IRS 

today.   Now we are at a point to see where we want to go from here.  Ms. Duncan 

stated she got a call today from a woman who is also involved in Garden Club and is 

form Olmsted Township.  She used to be the director of Head Start with Cleveland.  

She is retired now and knows a lot about accessibility playgrounds for children and 

she helped with designing and approving playgrounds for schools and she has agreed 

to work with us.  Ms. Duncan stated that we are not a membership run service 

organization so we are not really seeking members but we have to abide by all the 

rules and regulations of state and Federal Government as far as what we do.  Ms. 

Duncan stated that they would like to make people aware of their existence and they 

are still working with the Garden Club because that organization has been in this 

community for more than 30 years and members that were at the meeting Thursday 

heard about this information.  We are very excited about this.  She also stated that the 
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City has first dibs on this city has property, a Park & Rec board and the Olmsted 

Township does not have dedicated recreational property.   

 

Ms. Dorsch stated that their first hope for a project would be a playground on the VG 

which will probably take over a year of fund raising.  It was important for us to set a 

relationship with this board and meet each other and see what you see as needs and 

make a good plan for the community.   

 

Ms. Duncan stated that the VG playground does come with some caveats.   The City 

has applied for some sort of grant through the state and we don’t know what has 

happened to that.  Ms. Duncan stated they want to do what they can and the priority 

is this playground for the target audience which is the families that are taking their 

kids outside of the City for recreational experiences.    They will work with 

Architectural Board of Review (ABR) because the VG is located in the historic 

district.   We would like to replace the current playground because it is outdated and 

has out lived its usefulness.   

 

Ms. Buchholz stated that the grant was coming from Tom Patton and Matt Dolan 

they approached legislators with these funds but with COVID everything is at a 

standstill no one is spending any money. 

 

Ms. Lukes wanted to give everyone a refresher on the VG playground.   She stated 

that they   started looking at this playground maybe two years ago and took that 

recommendations to Council and met with the reality of budgetary constraints this 

501C# was recommended by law Director Beemer as a way of subsidizing city 

funding to help achieve our mission as a Park & Rec Board which at the time was to 

replace the VG playground because it was in such disrepair.  Personally she is very 

excited to see that they have taken the initiative to get this organization off the 

ground and that this is a priority.   The one recommendations that she will make there 

was a considerable amount of pre-planning and a budget for that grant proposal that 

may be useful to see.  

 



 

3 

 

Ms. Hummel asked if this member form the garden club would be a member and Ms. 

Duncan said just an adviser.  Ms. Duncan stated that they are not members of the 

board but actually directors Mr. Perkins is president, Ms. Dorsch is treasurer and Ms. 

Duncan is secretary.  Ms. Hummel said her questions is that someone stated earlier 

that this is not a member organization but that you are also trying to raise money for 

these playgrounds so how will that happen.   Ms. Dorsch said that there are different 

kids of organizations in which you have members that pay dues and there are certain 

benefits to being a member but you can also have a non-profit corporation where all 

you are doing is raising funds and there are no members.  It does have to be over time 

a certain percentage of public contributions and that can come from grants form 

corporations, or state or federal funding and regular donations.   What we are going 

to be looking for are donations from our community and sponsor ships from 

corporations form local communities and grants. 

 

Council woman Jones stated that there is a development going in on Columbia Rd. 

and that will bring a lot of money to the parks committee.  Also since the Park levy 

was renewed we have a build-up of one year of $130,000 in the fund as well.  She 

believes this is a great time to start planning.   

 

Mr. Buchholz stated that he understands that there are three people In the Friends 

Group and they are officers for the board do you plan on having other people come in 

for the fund raising activities? Ms. Duncan stated they see committees and also 

looking for people with certain skillsets this is not just a general membership group 

and she feels that this will develop over the next six months group.  Ms. Dorsch and 

Mr. Perkins both stated that they see subcommittees forming to help with fund 

raising and such but do not see them becoming formal members of the organization 

as much as just volunteering their hours to raise money.  Ms. Lukes was pleased to 

hear that the VG playground was a top priority for the Friends group and feels that 

this is something that will resonate with the administration.   Ms. Lukes stated that 

the restrooms at E. River Park were a major investment this year and she would like 

to have the Service Director share his vision with this board.   
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Ms. Buchholz shared the find balances for the following funds as of the end of 

August:    

 108 Fund $119,078.91 

            113   $  55,036.09  

 

Mr. Perkins stated that he was concerned that there would be conflict of interest with 

him being on the P/R board as well as the president of the Friends group.  Ms. Jones 

stated that there would not be a conflict as well as Ms. Buchholz who spoke with the 

law director.   Mr. Perkins stated that he has over 500 plus hours in volunteer time 

with this board and plans to invest a lot of time into the 5013C as well which is why 

he got on the board and wants to see a new playground and the law director said this 

was the best way to do it. So if the board does not have a problem he devout his time 

towards it. If the board has any issues, Mr. Perkins would be willing to resign from 

P/R this evening so the he could focus on the 501C3.   Ms. Buchholz spoke to Mr. 

Beemer this afternoon and he does not see a problem.    Councilman Stibich stated 

that he did not see any issues with Mr. Perkins serving on the P/R board as well as 

the 501c3. 

 

2020 Events 

Halloween Decorating 

 Fall decorations from Uncle John’s will be in on Friday morning.  Jill and 

Amy will coordinate and come by the Service Garage Friday afternoon.  

 The Halloween decorations should be taken down right after Halloween.  The 

fall decorations can stay until the Service Dept. removes, no later than the 

second week of November. 

 Planning on putting the tomb stones up in front of City Hall with the 

skeletons.  Some minor repair needs to be done by touching up the 

tombstones with some polyurethane. 

 Mr. Perkins stated that he was told by the railroad that we don’t need to ask 

their permission to set decorations on the grassy area of railroad property but 

we are not permitted to place on the gravel portion or property  

Village Green Holiday Lighting 
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 Mr. Buchholz stated that he was give him 11 brand new wreaths by a 

customer and he would like to place 5 of them on the corners of the rails of 

the gazebo along with garland.  A tree will also go into the gazebo and the 

lighted deer will be placed by the pavilion.  He has purchased icicle lights for 

the gazebo as well.   

 Pavilion will also have the large wreath placed at top of pavilion.  

 Ms. Lukes would like to see the flood lights back on the trees. The posts of 

the split rail fence at the VG will have a wreath on it.  

 Garden Club will be in charge of the wreaths along with Friends of Olmsted 

Parks. They will order 72 wreaths. Signs of purchaser will be made by a local 

printer.  The wreaths will be up by December 6th. 

  Discussion ensued regarding the date they would like to get the decorations 

and lighting together and up.  Mr. Buchholz feels that this should be done the 

weekend of the 14th or 21st of November.  Ms. Lukes feels Thanksgiving 

weekend would be more convenient for everyone.   

 The Tree Lighting will be virtual this year on December 6th.  

Citizen of the Year.      

 Ms. Lukes is sending out the digital version of the form to Joann 

Dumound as well as Clerk of Council to place on City website and any 

social media pages. 

 November P/R meeting we will go over nominee applications.    

 Will be a private presentation of Citizen of the Year.   

 

Chairman’s report 

No addition information. 

 

Council Liaison Report 

No additional information. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:23. 

 

 

Aimee Stone, Secretary     approved 11/2/2020 


